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correspondent of the Nation, of which one of his relatives
was editor, and he " wrote up Parnell and obstruction week
after week with that bright, fiery, corrosive wit which we
now all know; and the Nation newspaper was Parnell's first
organ, and Tim Healy his first spokesman in the press/'1
Mr. Healy immediately prepared to obey Parneirs request*
" The very evening of the day when the cable arrived, he was
on his way to Queenstown; and in little more than a week he
was by ParnelTs side, reducing chaos to order, arranging
meetings, warding off bores, writing scores of letters every
day, + * * If ever man faithfully served another, Tim Healy
was the faithful servant of Mr* Parnell/'2 They went from
the United States to Canada, where, in Toronto, Parnell
for the first time was called " the uncrowned king of Ireland/*
They left America sooner than they had intended to do,
because Disraeli suddenly sprang a General Election on
Great Britain* They sailed from New York on a bitterly
cold March morning, and the 6gth Regiment, which was at
one time entirely composed of Fenians, saw them off* Parnell
stood on the bridge with his head uncovered, despite the
driving sleet, until the tender started* " It was a fine sight/*
said Mr* Healy, " to see the 6gth salute as we sailed off, and
Parnell wave his -hand in response, looking like a king/'
They landed at Queenstown on March 21, 1880, and im-
mediately began their electioneering*
III
But before Parnell left America, he contrived once more to
see the lady who had jilted him eight years earlier*   She had
retained her beauty, but Parnell had not retained his ardour,
though, perhaps, she could have stirred him again had she
1 Life of Charles Stewart Parnell by T* P* O'Connor* p* 72*